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Electronic applications

Here is my sulbbmission

The future for building control applications is online, says Steve Mabbutt

plan.com is the free-to-use LABC portal for

electronic and postal applications. Currently,
around half of all LABC departments in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland are able to receive and
process applications from the submit-a-plan website.
Postal applications can also be completed online
ready for printing and posting to the remainder
of authorities.

F or those who don’t know, www.submit-a-

Making an electronic application on submit-a-plan
avoids the need to print multiple paper plans and
eliminates postage and packaging costs, saving the
applicant time, money and resources. Applying online
also reduces the time taken to get applications
passed as delivery is instantaneous.

If you email applications to your local authority you will
no doubt be aware of size restrictions and frustrating
delivery failures. Unlike email, submit-a-plan does not
limit the size of your applications and guarantees
instant delivery as soon as they are submitted.

A major benefit for applicants using submit-a-plan
over individual local authority systems is that
applicants have a single login, standard forms

and the same interface for every local authority,
making the application process that much quicker
and simpler.

Benefits of the system include:

o it's free to use

« there is no limit on application size

e it works with all CAD applications

« it eliminates sending paper plans

« it saves time and money

« you can send an application at any time (24/7)
« it's environmentally friendly

« all you require is web access

« technical support is offered free of charge.

Users are provided with a free dataspace live account

for managing all applications post submission.

Dataspace live stores all applications and

communications and enables users to amend their

applications by adding additional and revised

drawings. lts features include:

« application storage

» amending applications

» email: fast communication with inspecting authority

« application folders: simple display of original and
amended documents

« application tracking: monitor progress online

« diary and reminders: integrated diary for
meetings/site inspections

* pre-application advice.
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Kevin Bramwell of Kevin Bramwell Designs was
introduced to the submit-a-plan portal applications
by Mark Crump, building control manager at
Birmingham City Council. He said: “It is very easy

to use and once you have created one application,

it greatly improves the building control experience.
Not only is the initial application quicker but also
amendments can go back and forward electronically.
In some cases approval can be agreed the same day.

“| deal with two other authorities in the same way and
believe that anyone creating information on a CAD
system will find it much easier and more convenient
to submit applications using submit-a-plan than the
traditional ‘paper in the post’ method. We will be
growing our usage to speed up our processes and

in turn offer a quicker service to our clients.”

Further Information
www.submit-a-plan.com

Steve Mabbutt is Sales and

Marketing Manager at Resolution

Data Management

Steven.mabbutt@resolutiondm.com



